
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2019 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT

111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE
Call to Order
The Meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m.

Roll Call 
Roll call was answered by Chair Linda Aylward, Vice Chair Marilyn Lawlor, and Commissioners Kourtney Sellers and Lauren Preisen. Commissioner Vance Antoniou was absent.  

Also present were Interim Village Administrator/Village Clerk Shannon Andrews, Village Trustee Jackie Andrew and Village Forester Susan Allman.  Commissioner Antoniou was contacted to remotely attend the meeting.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.
Approval of Minutes from the December 3, 2019 Environmental and Health Commission meeting

A Motion to Approve the Minutes of December 3, 2019 Environmental and Health Commission meeting was made by Commissioner Preisen and seconded by Commissioner Sellers.  There was no discussion.  On roll call vote, Chairman Aylward and Commissioners Lawlor, Sellers, and Preisen voted Aye.  No nays.  Motion Carried.

Old Business

Spring Event

The Commissioners reviewed the revised vendor application and the anticipated expenditures for the event.  Members expressed their discomfort with asking for too much from the vendors or trying to seek savings for the services provided at the event.  There was further discussion regarding the event budget, which has already been tightened.  

Commissioner Sellers suggested that they consider not doing the event or at least pairing it down to the very basics considering the Village’s financial challenges this year.  The event could still include the tree planting, boy scouts, recycling, and the Lorax, with small activities and snacks.
A Motion to Pair Down the Spring Event was made by Commissioner Sellers and seconded by Commissioner Preisen.  On roll call vote, Chairman Aylward and Commissioners Lawlor, Sellers, and Preisen voted Aye.  No nays.  Motion Carried.

Chairman Aylward reported that the Environmental and Health Commission will have a full page in the next newsletter, so they should start preparing articles regarding education for recycling and food scraps.  Based on the newsletter schedule, she suggested that the group discuss in more detail at the next meeting so that articles can be ready in early April.
Repeal of the 50/50 Tree Program

Chairman Aylward requested that this agenda item be considered out of order to allow Ms. Allman to contribute without having to stay until the end of the meeting.
Chairman Aylward asked Forester Susan Allman to explain how the subject of the repeal of the 50/50 Tree Program had come before them.  Ms. Allman indicated that she was told the program would be eliminated.  She then provided background regarding the 50/50 tree program, as well as a report that showed the expenses per year, which was reviewed at length with the Commission.
Chairman Aylward offered that there could be a number of alternatives, such as change the size of the trees being planted, reduce the number of 10 trees offered in the raffle, take a hiatus of the program for a year or fully repeal it.  

Interim Village Administrator Andrews clarified that is the staff recommendation to fully repeal the program, but that ultimately it is a Village Board decision.  Prior to the Board taking their vote, it is appropriate that the Commission provide their recommendation to the Board.

Commission members continued to brainstorm tree program alternatives that would still allow for and encourage plantings in the community.  Trustee Andrew suggested using the Village’s buying power to secure the best possible pricing and then offer tree plantings to the residents at cost.

A Motion Not to Repeal the 50/50 Tree Program was made by Commissioner Preisen and seconded by Commissioner Lawlor.  On roll call vote, Chairman Aylward and Commissioners Lawlor, Sellers, and Preisen voted Aye.  No nays.  Motion Carried.

The Commissioner discussed the sizeable number of trees that have been lost in the community.  Commissioner Antoniou suggested that if we want to replace the lost trees, we should consider planting smaller seedlings (whips).  Chairman Aylward asked whether the Commissioners had any further program recommendations to give the Board in case they vote to repeal the program anyway. 
Ms. Allman suggested working over the course of the year to develop a new program if the Board votes to repeal.  Chairman Aylward committed to working with the Village Forester to develop a program moving forward.

Waste Hauler Contract
Chairman Aylward asked whether members would be interested in participating on a subcommittee for the waste hauler contract.  Chairman Aylward and Commissioner Antoniou were designated to serve on a subcommittee.  Ms. Andrews confirmed that she would target May to have the RFP out.  The Commissioners agreed that it is critical to make sure that food scrap recycling is included for every resident.
New Business
Resident Communications Strategies

Commissioner Sellers provided an update on the Village’s Instagram, which is now active.  She is in the process of working with President Sweet McDonnell on rolling out notifications.  

Ms. Andrews suggested that the Commission consider reviewing and updating the Village’s website.  She explained that the website should be the Village’s primary communication resource, where articles or information can be housed and used periodically for social media updates.  She asked whether Commission members would be willing or interested in helping to update the content relative to the Commission.
Mission and function of the Commission

Chairman Aylward suggested tabling discussion on the mission and function of the Commission until the next meeting.  Considering the length of this meeting, it will also allow everyone the time necessary to review the relative Code.
Chairman Aylward recognized Marilyn Lawlor for her years of service on the Commission.  She explained that this meeting would be Ms. Lawlor’s last night serving on the Commission, as she will be moving out of the community.  
Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Lawlor and seconded by Commissioner Sellers.  All in favor.  The meeting of the Environmental and Health Commission was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Submitted by,
Shannon Andrews

Village Clerk
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