
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLAN COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD MONDAY, MAY 14, 2018 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT

111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call

At 7:32 p.m. Chairman Gery Herrmann called the meeting to order and Elia Torres called the roll:

Present in Person:
Chairman Gery Herrmann, Vice Chairman, Janis Menges, Kenneth Such, Martin Pais, Maria Peterson (arriving at 7:45 p.m.)

Absent: 

Gregory Rogus

Also Present:

Trustee Liaison, Janice Sauer





John Schnure





Sherry Lapple





Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the March 12, 2018 Plan Commission meeting

The Minutes of the March 12, 2018 Plan (“PC”) meeting were made available to the commission members.

Motion: Kenneth Such moved to approve the Minutes of the March 12, 2018 PC meeting as amended; seconded by Gregory Rogus

Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chairman Gery Herrmann, Vice Chair Janis Menges, Kenneth Such, Maria Peterson 

Nays:

None



Absent:
Gregory Rogus


Abstain:
Martin Pais
Chairman Herrmann declared the Minutes of March 12, 2018 PC meeting approved and put on file. 
3.
Public Comment

There was no public comment.

4.         Proposed sale agreements for Village property/undeveloped road rights-of-way 
Chairman Herrmann indicated that he spoke to John Schnure after the last meeting, and suggested that Mr. Schnure draft a proposed sale agreement for the PC to review. He noted that at the last meeting he was as PC Chairman to draft the proposed sale agreement of Village property, but due to a conflict of interest he requested that Mr. Schnure draft the proposed agreement. Chairman Herrmann stated that Mr. Schnure was appointed as the Village Treasurer in February of 2018, and the position includes serving on the Finance Committee. He indicated that per Village Code he cannot serve on two committees at the same time, therefore he will no longer serve on the PC. He noted that Mr. Schnure was in attendance in the audience as a former member to present the draft  of the proposed sale agreements for Village property/undeveloped roads. 
Ms. Menges inquired whether the proposed sale agreements for Village property/undeveloped roads would be included in the Comprehensive Plan or be written as a policy recommendation for the Village. Chairman Herrmann stated that it would be at the discretion of the VB. He noted that depending on the context a Public Hearing may be required to approve the proposed sale agreement. 
Mr. Schnure recommended that the proposed agreement specify which properties that are not eligible for sale, such as Village parks. He stated that the terms in the proposed sale agreement are the following:

· Proposed contract price;
· Terms (closing date, attorney approval, etc.);

· A deposit of 10% of the proposed purchase price to be payable to the Village and entered into an escrow account;
· Notice to be given to property owners by certified mail within 30 days of the offer date
· If a counter offer is received , the notice requirement will be extended by another 30 days
Ms. Menges suggested that the Village be the entity who would give notice to adjoining property owners. Members were in favor that the Village would be responsible for sending notice of proposals for purchase to adjoining property owners.
Chairman Herrmann inquired about whether offers should be reviewed by the PC. Members were of the opinion that once a policy for sale of Village property is established, offers should go before the VB and not the PC. 

Mr. Schnure provided the PC with a copy of the Illinois Multi-Board Real Estate Contract 6.1 for reference. 

Mr. Pais noted that the draft proposed sale agreement does not indicate who is allowed to bid on Village property. Chairman Herrmann was of the opinion that only property owners who are adjacent to Village property be allowed to propose an offer for purchase. 
Mr. Such indicated that the proposed agreement states that the VB shall vote to accept or reject a proposed contract from the highest bidder. He was of the opinion that the highest bidder may not always be the best purchaser in the view of the Village. Mr. Schnure noted that the Village has the authority to accept, reject or make a counter to any offer proposed. It was a general consensus of the PC to eliminate “the highest bidder” and replace the language with “a bidder”. Members discussed inserting the language “must be contiguous to the property and or right-of-way” to the second sentence of the proposed agreement. It was noted that the language would be inserted as discussed.  
Ms. Menges suggested amending the last paragraph of the proposed agreement. She was of the opinion that properties should not be individually mentioned for exclusion of sale. Chairman Herrmann suggested amending the language in the last paragraph that would state “The Village Board shall exclude from consideration the sale of any property contiguous or adjacent to Village parks.”  It was a general consensus of the PC to eliminate the last paragraph and insert Chairman Herrmann’s suggestion. 
Motion: Vice Chair Janis Menges moved to recommend to the Village Board for approval the Proposed Sale Agreements for Village Property/Undeveloped Roads as amended; seconded by Kenneth Such.
Discussion:  There was some discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Vice Chair Janis Menges, Kenneth Such, Martin Pais, Maria Peterson 

Nays:

None



Absent:
Gregory Rogus



Abstain:
Chairman Gery Herrmann

Chairman Herrmann declared the Motion approved and sent to the Village Board for Approval. 

5.
Traffic calming recommendations 
Sherry Lapple addressed the PC as a resident on Clover Hill Lane. She indicated that she has been a resident for 15 years, and in 2016 residents on Clover Hill Lane including herself addressed the Village Board with concerns regarding traffic safety on Clover Hill Lane. She stated that she is appealing to the PC to develop a process for calming traffic in the Village to help alleviate issues with traffic safety in the Village. 

Chairman Herrmann assured Ms. Lappel that the PC plans to develop a policy for traffic calming for the VB to consider. 
Chairman Herrmann noted that Mr. Pais and Mr. Such drafted documents for the proposed Traffic Calming Policy/Procedure. 

Mr. Pais stated that he would present the introduction and tenets he drafted for traffic calming, and Mr. Such would present the process portion. Mr. Pais noted that the tenets and process was drafted for the VB to use as guidance when addressing traffic concerns. 

Mr. Pais indicated that the introduction refers to section 8 in the Comprehensive Plan on Transportation, which suggests that our local “Minor Access Roads”, e.g., Biltmore Drive, Signal Hill Rd, Honey Lake Road, Rainbow Road, Kimberly Road, Timber Lake Drive, East Oakwood Drive, and Old Barrington Road, are not intended to interconnect neighboring villages or carry regional through traffic.  It further suggests that we need to enhance recreational activity and pedestrian safety while contributing visually to a countryside setting.
He stated that the proposed Tenets would imply the following: 

1) All village “maintained” local streets will be:
a. Open and available unconditionally for the residents to use;
b. Configured so as be safe to walk on and enjoy;
c. Configured so as to encourage all to drive responsibly with safety first for pedestrians
2) Village will consider innovative means to improve safety and the flow of traffic without unduly detracting from the present countryside atmosphere of the Village
3) Village will evaluate innovative methods to monitor and enforce speed limits

4) In the implementation of traffic control measures the Village will 

a) Encourage dialogue through shared action between Village government and local residents being impacted

a) Consider level of hardship/discomfort imposed on the local residents

b) Consider higher passage criteria proportional to the level of restrictions imposed

5) Passage criteria will require

a) A proportional higher percentage of the local residents to agree based on the degree of the restrictions imposed

b) Allow for one vote per household

Mr. Such stated that his goal was to develop a one page document explaining the process for traffic calming, and the recommendations for how to correct traffic issues would be determined by the VB. Mr. Such indicated that he listed what he believed were important to include in the traffic calming process. He stated the following:

Public Involvement: In order to involve the public in planning, use one of two mechanisms:

1. Involvement occurs informally through citizen surveys to solicit ideas, meetings with staff to discuss ideas or open houses to get comments on a draft plan.

2. A formal neighborhood traffic calming committee is established to work with staff or consultants on a plan.
The appropriate type of public involvement may depend on the nature of the treatment. On complex projects, a volunteer committee is formed and staff acts as consultant to the committee regarding policies and technical options.

Public Approval: All residents, property owners, renters, and business proprietors are eligible to vote on traffic calming plans. Minimum approval rate of eligible voters is 30% for those voting on temporary measures. 100% approval rate of eligible voters is required for permanent measures paid for by the Village of North Barrington, (An exception to these rates would be 2/3rds of eligible voters voting).There would be a minimum response rate of 50% of eligible voters on the project in order for it to proceed. 

For voting requirements, those living in the “affected area” or the “study area” are eligible to vote. The “affected area(s)” includes, but is not limited to, “properties where normal traffic routes …are to be altered by the neighborhood traffic management and calming measures, and/or properties that are significantly impacted by traffic that is diverted.” 

Road User Needs (Fire, Ambulance, Waste): Fire Department interests must be allowed to review and comment on Traffic Calming Plans. 

Chairman Herrmann inquired about whether Albert Stefan, the Village Engineer, provided his feedback in regarding the tenets and process drafted. Mr. Pais and Mr. Such indicated that they have not received any communications from Mr. Stefan. 
The PC was provided copies of Vice Chair Menges suggestions and comments regarding Mr. Pais’ and Mr. Such’s traffic calming drafts. Vice Chair Menges was of the opinion that the verbiage “local streets” appears to address only local streets in the Village, and not minor access roads. Mr. Pais explained that the Tenets are meant to address all Village maintained streets/roads. She indicated that the Comprehensive Plan defines local streets and minor access roads as two separate categories. Chairman Herrmann suggested omitting the word “local” in number 1 of the Tenets. Members were in agreement to amend number one of the Tenets to omit the verbiage “local”. Vice Chair Menges also suggested changing the word “will be” to “should be” in number 1 of the Tenets. She was of the opinion that changing the language would allow room for flexibility regarding the Village’s goal for traffic calming. It was noted that the first sentence in number 1 of the Tenets would be amended to read “All Village maintained streets should be”.
Vice Chair Menges was of the opinion that the word “unconditionally” as stated in number 1a of the Tenets was broad. She felt that 1a of the Tenets should be amended to read “Available for neighborhood residents to provide direct access to individual properties fronting on them”. The majority of members felt that the language in number 1a of the Tenets should remain as drafted by Mr. Pais. 
Vice Chair Menges was not in favor of the use of the word “Configured” as used in 1b, c, and d of the Tenets. She felt that the word “Designed” would be better suited. After some discussion regarding the definition of “designed” and “configured” members felt that the language should remain as written. 

Vice Chair Menges indicated that the language in 4b of the Tenets states “Consider higher passage criteria proportional to the level of restrictions imposed”. She stated that there is no data present in the document to support how to determine higher passage criteria. Mr. Pais explained that Mr. Such’s drafted document will address higher passage criteria. 

Mr. Such suggested that the use of the language” Minor Access Roads” in the Introduction paragraph of the Tenets be eliminated. Vice Chair Menges was of the opinion that specific streets should not be listed in the Introduction paragraph. After some discussion the PC agreed to amend sentence one of the first paragraph which would omit the use of naming specific roads. It was noted that the sentence would be amended to state that “The Village Comprehensive Plan’s section 8 on Transportation suggests that “Minor Access Roads and Local Streets” are not intended to interconnect neighboring villages or, carry regional through traffic. 
Vice Chair Menges provided the PC with her suggestions for the traffic calming process. She proposed that the traffic calming procedures be as follows:
1) Request is initiated via resident petition or by Village.

2) Village Roads Commissioner monitors progress and serves as liaison between residents and Village.

3) Village considers/initiates appropriate traffic studies.

4) Village researches viable traffic control options with costs.

5) Village and neighborhood residents meet to discuss options.

6) Neighborhood residents vote on viable options.

7) Majority supported options presented to the Village Board for consideration.

8) Village Board approval required to move forward with presented option(s).

9) Village implements solution in a timely manner.

Mr. Such inquired about how a majority is defined in number seven of Vice Chair Menges proposed procedures. Vice Chair Menges indicated that 50 percent or more of the supported resident options, would be considered as the majority. Chairman Herrmann suggested adding the percentage in number seven of the procedures. Some members felt that the majority vote for traffic calming options to go before the VB should be higher than 50 percent of residents on a street. Mr. Pais suggested consolidating Vice Chair Menges’ and Mr. Such’s drafts into a one page document utilizing ideas from both drafts. The PC reviewed both drafts and discussed the process of bringing traffic concerns before the VB, and what criteria would be required to move forward with presented options from residents to calm traffic. Members discussed inserting language to the proposed traffic calming process that would designate the Village Roads Commissioner to serve as a liaison between residents and the Village. 
Trustee Sauer commented that the VB is seeking guidelines for traffic calming in order to effectively address traffic concerns. Mr. Pais volunteered to collaborate with Vice Chair Menges and come back at the next meeting with a one page document explaining the proposed process for traffic calming. It was noted that Mr. Pais and Vice Chair Menges would develop a new draft for the traffic calming process. 
Chairman Herrmann asked whether members had any further comments regarding the Tenets portion for traffic calming. There were no further comments. Chairman Herrmann noted that the PC would continue discussions in regards to the process portion of traffic calming at the next meeting.  
Motion: Maria Peterson moved to recommend to the Village Board for approval the Proposed Tenets as amended; seconded Martin Pais.
Discussion:  There was some discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chairman Gery Herrmann, Kenneth Such, Maria Peterson, Martin Pais 

Nays:

Vice Chair Janis Menges


Absent:
Gregory Rogus



Abstain:
None
Chairman Herrmann declared the Motion approved and sent to the Village Board for Approval. 

6.
Old Business/New Business

Chairman Herrmann mentioned that Vice Chair Menges has decided to remain on the PC pending the sale of her home. He stated that there are vacancies on the PC, which he hopes to fill in the future. He stated that the VB had previously discussed possibly merging the Zoning Board of Appeals and the PC, but have since retracted the notion. 

Chairman Herrmann mentioned that the VB approved the PC’s recommendation to amend Ordinance 1221 pertaining to street right of way management as discussed at the last PC meeting.
7.
Adjournment

Motion: Maria Peterson moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Kenneth Such.

Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 9:10 p.m. Chairman Gery Herrmann declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the PC meeting held June 11, 2018.

ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________

Elia Torres

Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington
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