
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLAN COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2018 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT

111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call

At 7:32 p.m. Chairman Gery Herrmann called the meeting to order and Elia Torres called the roll:

Present in Person:
Chairman Gery Herrmann, Vice Chairman, Janis Menges, John Schnure, Kenneth Such, Gregory Rogus, Maria Peterson (arriving at 7:35 p.m.)

Absent: 

Martin Pais 


Also Present:

Trustee Liaison, Janice Sauer





Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the February 12, 2018 Plan Commission meeting

The Minutes of the February 12, 2018 Plan (“PC”) meeting were made available to the commission members.

Motion: Kenneth Such moved to approve the Minutes of the February 12, 2018 PC meeting as amended; seconded by Gregory Rogus

Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chairman Gery Herrmann, Vice Chair Janis Menges, John Schnure, Kenneth Such, Gregory Rogus

Nays:

None



Absent:
Martin Pais, Maria Peterson


Abstain:
None

Chairman Herrmann declared the Minutes of the February 12, 2018 PC meeting approved and put on file. 
Chairman Herrmann announced that Mr. Schnure was appointed as Village Treasurer, and will be on the Finance Committee. He stated that he is uncertain whether Mr. Schnure will be permitted to remain on the PC after taking his official oath as Treasurer. He congratulated Mr. Schnure on his appointment. 

3.
Public Comment

There was no public comment. 

4.         Continue Discussion regarding traffic calming control 
Chairman Herrmann stated that the Village Board, “VB”, would like the PC to develop a policy for traffic control issues. He stated that Mr. Pais will be working on solutions, and the financial portion of the process. Chairman Herrmann stated that once developed the policy would be brought to the VB to review. There was a straw poll regarding whether the staff, the PC or VB should hear traffic issues after establishing a policy.  Five members felt that the traffic calming policy should direct residents to the VB two members were conflicted. 
Chairman Herrmann stated that he would like the PC to create a one page traffic calming policy to incorporate into the Comprehensive Plan. 
Ms. Peterson commented that the Niles traffic calming policy included traffic calming criteria for various types of streets. It was noted that Mr. Such and Mr. Pais would work together to develop a policy for the PC to review and send to the Village Board for approval. 
5.
Continue Discussion regarding Village owned undeveloped road rights-of-way

Chairman Herrmann stated that there is a resident who has requested to vacate and convey certain portions of Village owned undeveloped road rights-of way adjacent to his property. He noted that the VB put a 60 day moratorium on sales of Village owned property at the last VB meeting in order to develop a policy for residents interested in acquiring Village owned parcels. 

Mr. Such inquired about whether the VB has discussed vacating or conveying undeveloped Village owned roads to adjacent property owners. Chairman Hermann indicated that they have not. 
Chairman Herrmann provided the PC with a copy of ordinance number 1221 regarding street right-of-way management. He was of the opinion that the Village owned undeveloped roads should be maintained and cleared of invasive species. Chairman Herrmann stated that the ordinance prohibits residents from clearing and maintaining Village owned property without written approval from the Village Forester. He mentioned that resident, Ken Mandell, received permission from the Village to clear the Village owned undeveloped road adjacent to his property. He stated that Mr. Mandell had Buckthorn cleared in the area, which cost him approximately $6,000.00. 
Mr. Rogus suggested that the PC designate which undeveloped road rights-of-way are critical to the Village, and determine whether the additional undeveloped roads should be conveyed to adjacent property owners or state who will be responsible for maintaining the areas. 

Chairman Herrmann recommended amending line 5-3A-7 of Ordinance 1221 to state “Street Right Of Way Tree and Undeveloped Road Right-Of-Way Vegetation Management”, and add language to the last sentence in number two of the ordinance after the word “falling”. He suggested that the language “on private property” be added. Chairman Herrmann gave his last suggested amendment to number five of the ordinance. He proposed that the word “native” be added to the beginning of “tree”, “shrub”, and “plants”, in the sentence. Mr. Schnure noted that the word native must be defined in the ordinance, should it be added. 
There was discussion regarding whether instead of “native” the addition of “unless it is an invasive species as defined by ____” be added to number five of the ordinance. Vice Chair Menges suggested obtaining a definition for “invasive species” from the Citizens of Conservation or the Village Forester.  Chairman Herrmann noted that the PC would obtain a definition of invasive species. 
Chairman Herrmann indicated that the PC should discuss developing a process for acquiring Village owned undeveloped road rights-of-way. There was a straw poll to determine whether the PC should oversee the purchasing of undeveloped Village roads. The majority of the PC agreed that the PC should. Chairman Herrmann stated that currently the Village has authority over who the properties are sold or vacated and conveyed to. Chairman Herrmann was of the belief that the properties should only be sold or conveyed to residents with property contiguous to the undeveloped road rights- of- way. Mr. Schnure commented that most of the undeveloped roads are unbuildable. 
Chairman Herrmann suggested that if a resident is interested in a Village owned property that has multiple residents adjacent to it, they should contact the adjacent residents, and come to an agreement regarding how the property will be divided, should they be interested in a portion. Mr. Schnure suggested that the Village follow the Illinois real estate laws for sale of property. Mr. Such inquired about whether a resident would be allowed to offer any amount to purchase a Village owned undeveloped road. Chairman Herrmann indicated that he was uncertain of the answer.
There was discussion regarding developing procedures for residents to follow, who wish to aquire undeveloped road rights-of-way. Vice Chair Menges indicated that residents should be aware that once the property is purchased it will be taxed at the standard property tax rate. 
Chairman Herrmann noted that the Village Zoning Ordinance was amended in 2001 and now provides that the required minimum lot area shall not include any portion of a vacated Village roadway, street or road easement vacated after October 1, 2001. Members discussed possibly recommending a draft document with constraints for the use of vacated and conveyed Village owned undeveloped roads. 
Chairman Herrmann stated that he feels that he may have a conflict of interest due to him owning three properties that are adjacent to the Village owned undeveloped roads. He indicated that he spoke with the Village Attorney, and the attorney confirmed that he may continue to discuss the matter of undeveloped Village owned roads at this time. Chairman Herrmann indicated that he is proposing to the Village to donate his property that is adjacent to the Village park land in exchange for a portion of undeveloped road right-of-way adjacent to his property. He stated that if the Village agrees to his proposal then he may no longer have a conflict of interest. 
Chairman Herrmann suggested that PC members go out and take a look at the locations and conditions of the Village owned undeveloped road rights-of-way. 

It was noted that Chairman Herrmann would draft a document regarding constraints for the use of vacated and conveyed Village owned undeveloped roads, and bring to the next meeting for discussion. 
6.
Old Business/New Business

Chairman Herrmann mentioned that the Village annexed the property at 25815 W. Scott Road, which contains a chicken farm. 
Mr. Such inquired about if the Village was planning on purchasing the Horse Farm at the corner of Route 22 and 59. Ms. Peterson stated that a portion of the property is located in unincorporated Lake County. Mr. Such expressed concern with the possibility of an individual purchasing the property with the interest of building a commercial development. Mr. Schnure indicated that the property is for sale for $7,000,000. Mr. Schnure commented that approximately 20 years ago there was an individual who was interested in building a gas station in place of the horse farm property, but Lake County and the Village of North Barrington declined. Mr. Such asked if the Village had the funds to purchase the property. Chairman Herrmann stated that the Village did not have the budget to purchase the property.
Vice Chair Menges announced her resignation from the PC. She stated that she will be placing her home for sale and relocating out of state. 
7.
Adjournment

Motion: Ms. Peterson moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Mr. Such.

Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 8:35 p.m. Chairman Gery Herrmann declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the PC meeting held May 14, 2018
ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________

Elia Torres

Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington
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