
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 

MONDAY, MARCH 5, 2018 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT

111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call

At 7:08 p. m. Chairman Linda Aylward called the meeting to order and Elia Torres called the roll:

Present in Person:
Chairman Linda Aylward, Vice Chair Marilyn Lawlor, Laurie Cameron

Absent: 

Vance Antoniou

Also Present:

Trustee, Patricia Kalinowski




Village Forester, Susan Allman





Chairman, Plan Commission, Gery Herrmann




Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the December 5, 2017, January 4, 2018, and February 6, 2018 Environmental and Health Commission meeting

The Minutes of the December 5, 2017, January 4, 2018, and February 6, 2018 Environmental and Health (“E&H”) meeting were made available to the commission members.

Motion: Laurie Cameron moved to approve the Minutes of the December 5, 2017, January 4, 2018, and February 6, 2018 E&H meeting; seconded by Vice Chair Marilyn Lawlor.
Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion:  The voice vote was unanimous in favor. 

Chairman Aylward declared the Minutes of the December 5, 2017, January 4, 2018, and February 6, 2018 E&H meeting approved and put on file. 

3.
Public Comment

Gery Herrmann, Plan Commission Chairman, mentioned that he previously served on the Village Board as well as the E&H. He commented that he would like to inform the E&H of the Plan Commission’s recent discussions. He provided the E&H with a map of Village owned unimproved road rights-of-way. He indicated that currently the Plan Commission is discussing possibly creating a process to allow residents to convey the unimproved roads adjacent to their properties. He stated that currently the Village has not maintained the unimproved roads. He indicated that many of the areas have dead trees and extensive amount of Buckthorn. He stated that the Comprehensive Plan states that property owners should maintain their properties. He asked the E&H for their thoughts regarding the maintenance of the unimproved roads. Chairman Aylward inquired about how the unimproved roads were retained. Mr. Herrmann explained that they were platted roads when the Biltmore Subdivision was developed. He stated that the Comprehensive Plan mentions possibly establishing some of the undeveloped roads as trails. 

Ms. Cameron inquired about how long it has been since the Village has maintained or conveyed the unimproved roads. Ms. Allman stated that there were some trees removed last year from one of the areas. Mr. Herrmann indicated that there is an area near Eton Park that has been maintained. Mr. Herrmann stated that recently there were some dead trees that fell from the Village owned property onto his property. He stated that there is currently a moratorium on sales of Village owned property in order to develop a Village policy for residents interested in acquiring Village owned parcels. He noted that there is a resident who has requested to vacate and convey certain portions of unimproved road rights-of way- adjacent to his property. 
Chairman Aylward asked Mr. Herrmann if he has mentioned the matter to the Parks and Recreation Commission. He indicated that he informed the Parks and Recreation Chairman of the areas that could possibly become trails. 
Ms. Allman provided the E&H with the Village Ordinance regarding street right of way management for their reference. There was discussion regarding the contents of the ordinance. Ms. Allman noted that the ordinance states that “no person shall remove, destroy or cause the removal or destruction of a tree, shrub or plants within the right of way of any Village street or Village owned property without written permission from the Village Forester”. Chairman Aylward was of the opinion that there should be some clarification made in regards to the language in the ordinance that states that “property owners are encouraged to plant trees on unpaved portions of Village rights of way and to engage in reasonable routine maintenance of trees in such rights of way, which abut such owner’s property, provided that permission is secured by the Village 
Forester.” She felt that the unimproved roads were considered rights of way. Chairman Aylward was of the opinion that the Village should maintain the unimproved roads.
Mr. Herrmann stated that he is looking for guidance from the E&H on how the Plan Commission should proceed regarding the maintenance of Village owned property. Ms. Lawlor was of the opinion that there should be some routine maintenance on the Village owned properties that may have diseased or hazardous trees. 

Mr. Herrmann addressed the E&H with his concern as a resident of the Village. He stated the Flint Creek Restoration Project began five years ago, and that there were approximately ten live trees removed from his property that were supposed to be replaced. He indicated that the trees have not been replaced to date. He stated that he’s interested in making improvements to the easement on his property that became part of the Flint Creek Project, but was told at the time by the Village consultant, Nancy Schumm, that he was not allowed. 
Chairman Aylward was of the belief that the Flint Creek Restoration Project Easement Agreement does not constrain homeowners involved in the agreement from performing routine maintenance on the portion of easement on their property. 
Trustee Kalinowski commented that there were grant funds awarded for the Flint Creek Restoration Project. It was noted that the Village was responsible for maintaining the areas for a period of ten years. 
Trustee Kalinowski stated that a portion of her property was also part of the Flint Creek Restoration Project. She expressed her concern with the lack of continued maintenance on her property. 

Mr. Herrmann inquired about who is currently managing the Flint Creek Restoration Project. Chairman Aylward stated that she would like to add the discussion of the Flint Creek Restoration Project on the next E&H agenda. Chairman Aylward asked Ms. Torres if she could provide her with a copy of the 319 Grant that was awarded for the project before the next meeting as well as the ENCAP proposal for Flint Creek management. 
Chairman Aylward suggested that Mr. Herrmann get clarification from the Village Attorney in regards to any homeowner constraints in the Flint Creek Restoration Project Easement Agreement.      
4.         Continue to discuss preparations for the Spring event
Trustee Kalinowski commented that she is concerned with liability in regards to holding the event at the North Barrington School. She suggested possibly getting a document addressed to the Village President in writing from the school board or appropriate personnel that would state that there is no cost to the Village of North Barrington or liability for hosting the event at the school. Chairman Aylward stated that she would ask the Village Attorney for direction in regards to liability. Chairman Aylward indicated that the principal of the school stated that there would be no charge to the Village. 
Chairman Aylward suggested scheduling a working session to prepare for the Spring event. It was noted that members would schedule a date to prepare for the event. She mentioned that she spoke to Village Forester, Susan Allman, and discussed Ms. Allman’s plans to plant a tree at Eton Park for Arbor Day. She stated that the tree planting in honor of Arbor Day will be held at 10:30 a.m. with the Boy Scouts. She indicated that Ms. Allman will then go to North Barrington School for the Earth Day celebration. She stated that Ms. Allman arranged for a representative from Sav-A-Tree to attend the event. Chairman Aylward noted that Ms. Allman will be sending out a flyer regarding the 50/50 tree program, and would include a blurb on the flyer for the Spring event.
There was discussion regarding sending out the E&H’s Spring event flyer near the last week of March. 
5.
Old Business/New Business

There was no old or new business.

6.
Adjournment

Motion:  Laurie Cameron moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Vice Chair Marilyn Lawlor.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 8:11 p.m. Chairman Linda Aylward declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the E&H meeting held April 3, 2018

ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________

Elia Torres 
Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington
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