
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 

TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2019 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT

111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call

At 7:12 p.m. Chairman Linda Aylward called the meeting to order and Elia Torres called the roll:

Present in Person:
Chairman Linda Aylward, Vice Chair Marilyn Lawlor, Kourtney Sellers, Lauren Preisen (7:32 p.m.), Vance Antoniou (7:19 p.m. via conference call)

Absent: 

None

Also Present:

Eleanor Sweet McDonnell, Village President

Jackie Andrew. Village Trustee





Jill Kelly, Parks and Recreation Commission





Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the April 2, 2019 Environmental and Health Commission meeting

The Minutes of the April 2, 2019 Environmental and Health (“E&H”) meeting were made available to the commission members.

Chair Aylward noted her changes to the minutes. She stated that catalpa seedlings would be donated by Trustee Andrew, which should be amended in agenda item four. She also indicated that she heard a report on National Public Radio, which should be corrected in agenda item six. Deputy Clerk Torres noted the changes to be made. 
Motion: Vice Chair Lawlor moved to approve the Minutes of the April 2, 2019 E&H meeting with the amendments provided by Chair Aylward seconded by Kourtney Sellers.
Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chair Aylward, Vice Chair Marilyn Lawlor, Kourtney Sellers, Lauren Preisen
Nays:

None



Absent:
None


Abstain:
Vance Antoniou
Chairman Aylward declared the amended Minutes of the April 2, 2019 E&H meeting approved and put on file. 

3.
Public Comment
President Sweet McDonnell addressed the E&H and commented that she was thrilled with the E&H’s Earth Day/Arbor Day event she attended. She stated that she was pleased with the vendors who attended, and the community involvement. She indicated that she felt that the event was successful considering the obstacles the E&H faced the day prior to the event, such as the weather and the tent collapsing due to the snow. She stated that posting updates of the event on Facebook was also beneficial.  
4.
Review Prairieland waste collection and recycling report

The item was tabled due to the absence of a report from Prairieland Disposal. 
5.
Discuss recycling services

The item was not discussed.

6.
Projects for 2019/2020

The item was not discussed.

7.
Review budget expenditures for the 2018 fiscal year 
The item was not discussed. 
8.
Discuss April 28, 2019 Earth Day/Arbor Day Event

Chair Aylward provided a list of items that could be improved for the next event as well as items that effective. She mentioned that John Schnure, the Village Treasurer and resident, offered to the E&H to utilize his driveway for additional parking for the Earth/Arbor Day event. She suggested that Ms. Kelly also reach out to him should the PRC need additional parking for their events. She noted that Mr. Schnure’s property is next to Eton Park. President Sweet McDonnell suggested having lines painted for the Eton Park parking lot to possibly help with parking issues. 
Chair Aylward mentioned that the tent for the event was erected the day before the event, but due to the snowfall the tent collapsed by the next morning. She stated that Ms. Lawlor called Party Plus to request they return to erect the tent once more, which they did. She suggested possibly renting additional tables for the next spring event. She mentioned that one of the local magazines did not have an article in their magazine for the event as requested possibly due to deadlines. President Sweet McDonnell offered to share a media list to the E&H for future publications. 
President Sweet McDonnell suggested asking vendors for donations for table use. It was noted that some vendors such as, Ringers, Prairieland Disposal, and SaveATree provided donations for the event. President Sweet McDonnell also suggested that the E&H consider the cost for renting tables and chairs, and attempt to recoup the cost through donations. 
Ms. Kelly inquired about discussions regarding building a pavilion at Eton Park, and the E&H’s position in the matter. President Sweet McDonnel commented that currently she is working with the accountant to review the Village’s budget. Chair Aylward stated that the idea of a pavilion would require the PRC to get estimates, work with the Village engineers, and possibly the Plan Commission. She indicated that it would also require considering the PRC’s budget and ultimately Board approval. President Sweet McDonnell stated that the PRC could also consider acquiring community donations to assist with the cost of a proposed pavilion. Chair Aylward mentioned that the Board previously considered the idea of a pavilion, but was unsure of the reasoning for the project not being approved. Trustee Andrew suggested that Ms. Kelly contact the PRC Chair, Kim Ritschel, to inquire about the history of the pavilion project. President Sweet McDonnell stated that she would inquire about whether the Village Administrator, Kathy Nelander, has a file on the proposed project. 
President Sweet McDonnell suggested that the E&H add the Village website, name of the commission, commission member names, and contact information on any future mailings they send out. Chairman Aylward noted her suggestion. 
Chair Aylward stated that the next tentatively scheduled Earth/Arbor Day event is Sunday, April 19 2020. She noted that Ms. Sellers and Ms. Preisen volunteered to chair the event. The E&H decided that the theme would be Eco-Heroes 2020. 

President Sweet McDonnell suggested placing a blurb either on a newsletter or website to allow different vendors the opportunity to participate in the next event. Chair Aylward noted that the vendors present at the April 28, 2019 event were all environmentally friendly vendors. Ms. Preisen suggested creating an application for vendors to complete if interested in attending an event, and noted that priority could be given to North Barrington residents who are vendors. 

Chair Aylward stated that an agenda will be created for the next spring event listing member’s tasks from December-April. There was discussion regarding inviting the same vendors, as well as one or two Community Supported Agriculture vendors.
Ms. Preisen stated that she investigated what typically makes other events successful, and she found that some events have beer gardens. President Sweet McDonnell stated that the idea would require further investigation in regards to liquor licenses and legal liability. She suggested contacting Ms. Nelander to possibly gather more information. There was discussion regarding possibly having Kombucha, (a fermented, slightly alcoholic, sweetened black or green tea). Mr. Antoniou mentioned that there is a whiskey distillery, Copper Fiddle that could also be considered. President Sweet McDonnell indicated that the Onion Pub brews their own beer as well as a brewery in Wauconda. Chair Aylward noted that the E&H would research the legality of having such vendors at future Earth/Arbor Day events. President Sweet McDonnell stated that she would discuss the concept with the Village Attorney and inform the E&H of the outcome. 
Chair Aylward stated that Mary Schweinsberg, Prairieland Disposal, could not attend the event with her ponies, due to the mud and snow. She suggested inviting Ms. Schweinsberg with her ponies for the next event in 2020. Chair Aylward asked the E&H to come up with additional activities for the next event. 
Ms. Preisen provided an approximate cost of $1,954.00 for the 2018 Earth/Arbor Day event. 

Chairman Aylward suggested purchasing mats, which can be hosed off to be used for future events. She stated that a volunteer, Al Braun, lent the E&H a water proof mat, and it was useful due to the extensive amount of mud at the entrance of Eton Park. 

Motion: Vice Chair Lawlor made a motion to approve the date of Sunday, April 19, 2020 from 12:00-3:00 p.m. for the next Earth/Arbor Day event; seconded by Vance Antoniou.

Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chair Aylward, Vice Chair Marilyn Lawlor, Kourtney Sellers, Lauren Preisen
Nays:

None



Absent:
None


Abstain:
Vance Antoniou
Chairman Aylward declared the motion that the the next Earth/Arbor Day event be on Sunday, April 19, 2020 from 12:00-3:00 p.m. approved.
9.
Discuss possibly combining Parks & Recreation Commission and Environmental & Health Commission 

Chair Aylward noted that Ms. Kelly, Parks and Recreation Commission “PRC” was in the audience.  Chair Aylward mentioned that Kim Ritschel’s term as Chair of the PRC expires at the end of June, and she may be resigning after years of service on the commission. She stated that there will only be one member left on the PRC upon Ms. Ritschel resignation. Ms. Kelly indicated that she is planning on reaching out to a neighborhood moms group for volunteers. Ms. Sellers stated that during the E&H event a new resident of the Village expressed interest in joining the PRC. She indicated that she would follow up with resident. Ms. Sellers stated that she would be willing to temporally assist the PRC with regard to preparing for upcoming events. Mr. Antoniou also offered to assist.
Chair Aylward mentioned that in the past the idea of merging the E&H and PRC has been discussed. She indicated that she and Ms. Ritschel addressed the Village Board and opposed the suggestion due to the difference in objectives of both commissions. There was discussion regarding the E&H temporarily assisting the PRC with the upcoming events, such as with the summer concerts in June, July, and August. Ms. Kelly inquired about who determines the cancellations of events due to weather. It was noted that the Chair of the commission would determine whether to cancel. 
Trustee Andrew suggested contacting previous PRC members to inquire about their interest in possibly rejoining the PRC. Chair Aylward felt that recruiting a member from the Wynstone Subdivision to join the PRC would be beneficial. Mr. Antoniou suggested that the PRC contact the Wynstone Property Manager, Laura Ramirez, to ask that she possibly put a notice out to Wynstone residents requesting volunteers for the PRC. 
10.

Discuss status of waterways

Chair Aylward stated that she would like to discuss the topic of waterways in the Village in more detail

at a later date. She mentioned that in the past the E&H developed a Resolution to support 
enforcement of  Wisconsin State and local environmental regulations related to the

Foxconn/Upstream Development. It was noted that the item would be tabled for future discussion. 
11.

Discuss possible change of meeting time for E&H

Chair Aylward asked the E&H whether they would like to change the meeting time back to 7:30 p.m. 

Some members preferred 7:00 p.m. After some discussion it was noted that the item would be tabled 

for possible discussion at a later date.
12.

Old Business/New Business

There was no old or new business. 
13.

Adjournment

Motion:  Kourtney Sellers moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Lauren Preisen.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 8:25 p.m. Chairman Linda Aylward declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the E&H meeting held July 2, 2019
ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________

Elia Torres

Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington
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